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DIRECTOR’S WELCOME
Welcome to Opera San Luis             

                                           Obispo and the close of our 
                                           40th season as the only 
                                           professional opera company on  
                                           California's Central Coast, and 
                                           the only "grand opera 
                                           producing" company between 
                                           Los Angeles and San Francisco! 
                                           For those of you who are new 
to an OperaSLO production, I say with great love and
affection “put on your seat belts and get ready for an 
amazing experience you'll remember for the rest of 
your lives!” 

At Opera San Luis Obispo, we are all about creating life-
long memories. For those of you that have come with 
friends and family, I promise you will be saying for quite 
some time, "remember when we saw Hansel and Gretel 
at the PAC?" Please join me in thanking Opera San Luis 
Obispo's amazing dedicated Board of Directors that 
enable me to develop innovative programming for you 
year-round. I am also so proud and grateful for the 
more than 150 artists from all over the country that 
have assembled for this weekend's production. And my 
highest appreciation goes to each of you for choosing 
OperaSLO. 

When I step on to the podium to conduct the 
performance that is just moments away, know that I’m 
thinking about our shared connection with life in San 
Luis Obispo county. I care deeply about each and
every one of you and the future of arts in our county. 
OperaSLO need your help too. The production you are 
experiencing today represents an almost $160,000 
investment in art and artists. Next month that energy 
will be directed to The Peter and the Wolf Project which 
will bring the performance to every 6th grader in our 
county free of charge. We need your support. Should 
you wish to reach out, my mobile/text is (714) 856-
5663. I’d love to hear your ideas, hopes, and 
inspirations. Now sit back and have a blast!
With warmest regards,

Brian Asher Alhadeff | OSLO General & Artistic Director

This production explores the tension between 
temptation and survival: a world where every decision 
carries weight, where a gingerbread house is not simply 
a wonder but a trap born of desperate longing. The 
opera also speaks to the loss of innocence - the moment 
children realize that the world can be dangerous yet 
discover their own strength to confront it. We cannot 
overlook the shadow of poverty in this tale. It is the 
hunger of the family that drives the children into the 
forest; it is desperation that lures them toward 
temptation. In that sense, the Witch is not only a figure 
of malice but also a haunting symbol of how deprivation 
warps morality, offering false abundance in exchange 
for freedom. Yet out of darkness comes light. This tale is 
also one of child empowerment - of two young souls 
who, though small and afraid, find within themselves a 
courage greater than any spell. Their triumph is not
just in defeating the Witch, but in proving that even the 
most vulnerable among us can rise, resist, and 
transform despair into hope.

In staging this opera, my hope is that audiences will see 
both the magic and the menace of the story. Hansel and 
Gretel is not merely a bedtime tale, but a story of 
survival against overwhelming odds—one that asks us 
to consider the forces that imperil childhood, and the 
extraordinary resilience children can summon in 
response. This is the spell of Hansel and Gretel: a 
fairytale that is at once enchanting and unsettling, a 
story that begins with loss but ends with survival, with 
fire, and with freedom.

Justine Prado Manro | Hansel & Gretel Stage Director

When Engelbert Humperdinck 
first composed Hansel and 
Gretel, he gave us more than a 
fairy tale set to music—he gave 
us a mirror to our most human 
struggles. Beneath the familiar 
story of children lost in the 
woods lies a darker meditation 
on hunger, fear, and resilience.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Opera San Luis Obispo’s mission is to 
positively affect our community through 
the power and beauty of opera by using 
a diverse, innovative, and balanced 
program of excellent performances, 
relevant events, and inclusive educational 
experiences.
 
VISION
Our vision is for San Luis Obispo County 
to become a destination for opera and 
musical theater patrons from around the 
world, that will attract and build future 
audiences, in strong partnership with our 
County Office of Education.

Opera San Luis Obispo is a registered 
California non-profit organization having 
been in continuous operation since 1985. 
Our tax ID is 77-0086873. 





SPECIAL NOTES
SPECIAL THANKS

We gratefully acknowledge the production sponsors and creative and community partners who have 
made this presentation possible: Civic Ballet San Luis Obispo, Grocery Outlets of San Luis Obispo, Los Osos, 

Arroyo Grande,  Nipomo, and Santa Maria. California Fresh – Pismo Beach, City of San Luis Obispo, KVEC 
Radio, Foundation for the Performing Arts Center and the Clif Swanson Community Access Grant, San Luis 
Obispo County Office of Education, Valley Fresh Market – Atascadero, Central Coast Gilbert and Sullivan,

Desperada Winery, Pius Winery, and Herman Story Wines. 

OPERASLO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Steve Ingels, President; John Frey, Secretary; James Brescia, Secretary; Jayne Cohen, Treasurer; William 

Johnson, Debbie Larson Hoffmann, David Leader, Bonnie Len, Mary MacGyver, Charles Porter, Jan Rantanen, 
James Seeber. 

PRODUCTION NOTES
The running time is approximately 150 minutes, including a 20-minute intermission.  Any video or audio 

recording including photography is strictly prohibited. Your ticket acknowledges your willingness to appear 
in photographs taken in public areas of the PAC and releases the PAC and its lessees and others from liability 

resulting from use of such photographs. 





ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Engelbert 
Humperdinck (born September 
1, 1854, Siegburg, Prussia [Germany]—
died September 27, 1921, Neustrelitz, 
Germany) was a German composer 
known for his opera Hänsel und Gretel. 
Humperdinck studied at Cologne and at 
Munich. In 1879 a Mendelssohn 
scholarship enabled him to go to Italy, 
where he met Richard Wagner, who 
invited him to assist in the production 
of Parsifal at Bayreuth. He taught at the 
Barcelona Conservatory (1885–87) and at 
Frankfurt am Main (1890–96), where he 
was also a music critic for the Frankfurter 
Zeitung. His early works include the 
choral ballads Die Wallfahrt nach

Kevlaar (1878; The Pilgrimage to Kevlaar), Das Glück von Edenhall (1884; “The Luck of Edenhall”), and 
the Humoreske (1879) for orchestra. Hänsel und Gretel, was premiered at Weimar on December 23, 1893 
and conducted by Richard Strauss. The libretto, by the composer’s sister Adelheid Wette, was based on the 
folktale made familiar by the Brothers Grimm. In this work Humperdinck showed an understanding of a 
child’s mind and a sense of poetry, notably in the atmosphere of the woodland scene at twilight, and in the 
realistic effects in the episode of the broken milk jug. The Wagnerian harmonies, the simple tunes, and the 
resourceful orchestration maintain the musical interest on a high level.

Between 1895 and 1919 Humperdinck produced six more operas, including Dornröschen (1902; “Sleeping 
Beauty”) and Königskinder (1910; “Royal Children”), but neither they nor the spectacle Das Mirakel (1911; 
“The Miracle”) enhanced his prestige. He also wrote incidental music for plays by Aristophanes, William 
Shakespeare, and Maurice Maeterlinck; Maurische Rhapsodie (1898; “Moorish Rhapsody”) for orchestra; in 
addition to works for piano, songs, and a string quartet. 

In Opera San Luis Obispo’s 40-yeaer history, it has produced Hansel and Gretel once before: in 2006. That 
production was conducted by David Sloss, staged directed by Ross Halper, and took place in this very hall at 
Performing Arts Center San Luis Obispo. 





S Y N O P S I S
ACT I

Deep in a cottage at the edge of the forest, hunger gnaws louder than the children’s laughter. Hansel 
and Gretel try to chase away their empty stomachs with games and dancing, but their Mother, worn 
thin and tired by poverty, scolds them bitterly. In anger, she sends them into the forest to gather food - 
never imagining what terrors lurk in the gathering dusk. In a whirlwind of drunken song, the Father 
bursts into the cottage, arms laden with food and drink. But his cheer curdles when he learns the 
children are lost in the forest, for he knows too well the dark legends of the Witch who dwells there - a 
hag who fattens children before baking them in her oven and devouring them!

ACT II
As night falls, the children lose their way among the gnarled trees. The forest shifts and whispers, full of 
shadows that seem to breathe. A spectral Sandman drifts in, sprinkling sleep upon their eyes, and the 
siblings dream of angelic forest faeries who protect them as they slumber beneath the moon.

INTERMISSION

ACT III
As dawn breaks over the haunted forest, the Dew Fairy arrives, shimmering like morning frost on a 
gravestone. With a sprinkle of dew, she awakens Hansel and Gretel from their enchanted sleep, her 
presence both delicate and otherworldly - a reminder that even in the darkest of woods, morning light 
can feel like a spell of salvation. With morning comes temptation: a house made of gingerbread, 
dripping with sweets and glowing like a jack-o’-lantern in the dark woods! But the candy walls hide 
horror. From within emerges the Witch, a figure equal parts grandmother and ghoul, luring the children 
closer with a sugar-sweet smile. She captures Hansel and fattens him up like a holiday feast, while 
Gretel is forced into servitude. But innocence does not mean weakness. Gretel, quick and clever, turns 
the Witch’s magic against her. In a fiery blaze, the oven becomes the Witch’s tomb, and the children’s 
terror transforms into triumph. The Witch’s death releases the spellbound children who were trapped 
as sugary statues - souls freed at last. When Hansel and Gretel’s parents stumble into the clearing,
reunited at the edge of ruin and relief, the family embraces in the glow of the burning house. What 
began as a tale of hunger and fear ends as one of survival and empowerment - a chilling reminder that 
even in the darkest woods, light can return. (Synopsis by Justine Prado Manro)

Join us as we resurrect Paderewsky, Gershwin, 
Vladimir Horowitz, Artur Rubenstein, Alfred 

Cortot, and other great composers and pianists 
who recorded piano rolls especially for this 

instrument over 100 years ago.

SATURDAY
November 15, 2025

Tickets - $85
2PM-4PM



CREATIVE COMPANY
CREATIVE  TEAM:

Justine Prado Manro, Stage Director
Brian Asher Alhadeff, Music Director & Conductor

Erik Mario Austin,  Set Designer &
Production Technical Director

Sherry Sparks, Costume Designer
Kristina Prozesky, Director of Choruses

Andrew Silvaggio, Choreographer
Laura Weston, Stage Manager

Paul Woodring, Company Pianist
Rouvaishyana, Assistant Conductor

Jason Jaramillo, Assistant Stage Manager #1
Melissa Graff, Assistant Stage Manger #2

Sean Mirkovich, Projection Designer
Larry Bolef, Set Construction

Tim Seawell, Set Construction
Buffy Doran, Scenic Painter

Luana Gerardis, Children’s Chorus Manager
Daniel Smith,  Artist Housing Manager
Jessica Hostetter, Supertitle Operator

Jayne Cohen, Company Manager
Melanie McWilliams, Graphic Designer of

Production Poster

PACSLO CREW: 
Ryan Gruss, Managing Director

Clint Bryson, Production Manager
Nate Deack, Lighting designer 
Robb Albrecht, Sound Engineer

Mark Robertshaw, Stage Manager

LEADING ROLES: 
HANSEL – Mandi Barrus, Mezzo

GRETEL – Amy Goymerac, Soprano
WITCH – Jessica Gonzalez-Rodriguez, Mezzo

MOTHER – Kaitrin Cunningham, Soprano
FATHER – Gabriel Manro, Baritone

SANDMAN – Katelan Bowden, Soprano
DEW FAIRY – Alba Franco-Cancél, Soprano

CHORUS OF ECHOS:
Danielle Bailey, Alba Franco-Cancél, 

Kaitrin Cunningham, Jessica Gonzalez-Rodriguez,
Kristina Horacek Prozesky, Jaydn Voss

CIVIC BALLET SAN LUIS OBISPO DANCERS: 
Breanna Donlon, Dance Captain

Laura Cubanski, Phoebe Demarest, 
Rachel Getten, Patrick Keith, 
Harper Strand, Hayley Tsau,

Liliana Van Kleek,  Autumn Wozniak

OPERASLO CHILDREN’S CHORUS:
Éva Alhadeff, Zachary Azar, Danielle Bailey, 

Greta Brynildson, Mateo Brynildson, Audrey Cullen, 
Tayler Elmquist Iva Esser, Minnie From,

Yemaya Grady-Reyes, Caylin Hinds, Charlie Leduc,
Éva Leduc, Alexa Matthews, Fiona Piazza, Norah Piazza,

Elias Price,Anya Prozesky, Kristina Horacek Prozesky,
Amelia Radis,Mabel Rijnen, Isla Russell, Jaydn Voss

Lauren Webb, Makayla Woods
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CREATIVE TEAM

sixth
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CREATIVE TEAM

Where rich history 
meets modern luxury in 
the heart of downtown.

 

hotelsantabarbara .com



OPERASLO GRAND ORCHESTRA
VIOLIN I
Lorenz Gama, Concertmaster
Alejandra Gonzalez, Associate Concertmaster
Anna Papikian, Assistant Concertmaster
Roman Selezinka
Steve Chiu
Julissa Bozman
Feliciti McKellar
Elizabeth Rowins
Lyn Bertles
Ginette Reitz

VIOLIN II
Araksia Nazlikian, Principal
Julian Hallmark, Assistant Principal
Paris Draghici
Johana Krejci
Daniel Macy
Geoffrey Brimhall 
Junia Work 
Eva Werner
Ingrid Kovacs
David Adams

VIOLA
David Hennessee, Principal
Karen Elaine, Assistant Principal
Mike Whitson
Margaret Whitson
Patrick Marsh
Jennifer Wu

CELLO
Megan Chartier, Principal
Lyubov Solovyova, Assistant Principal
Olivia Holvik
Ben Williams

BASS
Ian Sharp, Principal
Anastasia Preston
Ed Harris

FLUTES: 
I. Suzanne Duffy
II. Carol Houchens
III. Miriam Grisso (Piccolo)

OBOES:
I. Heidi Butterfied-Yi
II. Kelly Leu (English Horn)

CLARINETS:
I. Ryan Glass
II. Richard Dobeck
III. Nancy Mathison (Bass Clarinet)

BASSOONS:
I. Lisa Nauful
II. Emelia Banninger

HORNS:
I. Sara Aronson
II. Jason Beaumont
III. Andrew Arensman
IV. Elizabeth Larsen

TRUMPETS:
I. Rich Ward
II. Andrew Chermak

TROMBONES:
I. Adrian Reyes
II. David Landers
III. Ty Rust (+Bass)

TUBA:
Zachary Zeman

HARP:
Alaina Stark

TIMPANI:
Marshall Granger

PERCUSSION:
John Astaire
Gena Laird
Rich Ward, Contractor
Rouvaishyana, Assistant Conductor
Jayne Cohen, Orchestra Manager



Nut
    Cracker

the 48th annual production 
featuring OperaSLO Grand Orchestra

December 12, 13 & 14www.pacslo.org

CivicBalletNut
    Cracker

Did you know the Opera San Luis Obispo Grand Orchestra
accompanies productions of  The Nutcracker  every December
in the cities of San Luis Obispo, Ventura, and Santa Barbara?

Your holidays are not complete without taking the family to 
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker and nothing brings a 

performance to life more than a full symphony orchestra!

WANT TO GET OUT OF TOWN?
CONSIDER THESE EXQUISITE PRODUCTIONS
WITH THE OPERASLO GRAND ORCHESTRA: 

State Street Ballet Santa Barbara
Granada Theater

FRIDAY: December 19, 6pm
SATURDAY: December 20, 2pm & 7:30pm 

SUNDAY: December 20, 2pm

Ventura County Ballet
Oxnard Performing Arts Center

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
December 6 & 7

Both Performances at 2pm

VISIT THE EVENTS PAGE AT OPERASLO.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION.



Sponsor a musician in the Opera San Luis Obispo Grand Orchestra! Your name and/ or business 
will be listed in each audience program under the musician of your choice. The OperaSLO Grand 

Orchestra is our county's largest and most active professional orchestra, employing up to 80 
musicians in approximately 60 rehearsals and performances each year. The super-star ensemble 

is comprised of our county’s best musicians, complimented with others from all over California. In 
addition to accompanying our full-production operas and musicals, the ensemble performs large-
scale galas, symphonic pops, Peter and the Wolf, reducing to a chamber orchestra size at times to 

accompany our touring outreach programs, and then every December, the ensemble 
accompanies The Nutcracker ballets for Civic Ballet San Luis Obispo (Performing Arts Center San 

Luis Obispo), Ventura County Ballet (Oxnard Performing Arts Center), and State Street Ballet 
Santa Barbara (Granada Theater) in a collaborative holiday extravaganza unlike any other 

orchestra in California! The OperaSLO Grand Orchestra performed State Street Ballet’s version of 
Tchaikovsky's The Sleeping Beauty and their 2025 World Premiere ballet The Little Mermaid, and 

also gave the World Premiere of composer Deon Neilson Price’s Behind Barbed Wire..
SPONSOR A MUSICIAN TODAY:

Annual Section Musician: $2,000
Section Leader: $2,500
Concertmaster: $5,000

To sponsor a musician, simply mail a check, or make a donation on our PayPal page specifying 
"Orchestra Sponsorship" in the drop-down, or call our offices to learn more about the program 

and which chairs are currently available at (805) 782-7342.



Luxury wines, stunning
vistas, and unforgettable
experiences beyond
the glass – Paso Robles

For the finest wine tasting in Paso... For the finest wine tasting in Paso... 
LOOK NO FUrTHER THAN

And after you depart from Tin City, head to 
the oft imitated, never replicated, 

we should know, we make the dang stuff.
xoxo, Russell and Vailia From, 

proprietors, winemakers, & supporters of opera slo

Desparada WINES,

herman story WINES,

And after you depart from Tin City, head to 

celebrated for singular expressions of Sauvignon Blanc, 
Cab-focused blends, Italian varietals, & other curious 

experiments—expertly crafted in and around several amphorae.

known for massive, pedal-to-the-floor reds that will sock 
you right in the mouth and leave you weak in the knees.

we should know, we make the dang stuff.

Desparada
3060 limestone way
tin city, paso robles

tasting by appointment
thursday-monday

10am-4pm
desparada.com

we should know, we make the dang stuff.

Herman Story
1227 paso robles st.

 paso robles
walk on in anytime
seven days a week

11am-5pm
hermanstorywines.com



MAESTRO HONORS

Opera’s grandest duet is
between passion
and philanthropy.

Bonnie and Jason Len
by Brian Asher Alhadeff

True artists perform because of an unquenchable fire within 
them. We do what we do because we must. Just as the worker 
bee gathers pollen for the hive, the singer must sing, the 
violinist must play, the dancer must dance, the painter must 
paint, and the sculptor must create. On the receiving end, the 
audience’s spirit is nourished by the artist’s bounty.

For as long as I can remember, Bonnie and Jason Len have been a tremendous, driving force 
behind the scenes at Opera San Luis Obispo. Their generosity has taken many forms—financial, 
creative, and deeply personal—embodying the truest meaning of the words opera lover. Bonnie is 
a skilled artisan specializing in mosaics, and has served as a longtime and passionate member of 
our Board of Directors. Jason has brought his trademark energy to our fundraisers as an 
auctioneer who can make any room come alive, while moonlighting as a fantastic tour guide for 
his extensive vintage car and motorcycle museum. Together, they’ve opened their beautiful 
Arroyo Grande estate countless times to host events and provide housing for visiting artists 
associated with our productions. Their philanthropy has literally built the foundation of our 
company—underwriting our Set and Costume Shops, supporting operations, and ensuring that 
OperaSLO continues to grow and thrive for future generations.

It fills me with joy knowing that Bonnie and Jason not only attend our productions but invest 
their hearts into what fuels their passion: opera. You can see and feel their touch in nearly every 
aspect of our work. If you get the chance, give them a heartfelt thank-you—a pat on the back, a 
hug, or an email through me at brian@operaslo.org On behalf of Opera San Luis Obispo and 
everyone touched by their generosity: Bonnie and Jason, thank you for believing in what we do 
and helping us share it with the world. It is my great pleasure to honor you both as our Maestro 
Honorees for this production.





SEASON SPONSORS




